
























City of Dayton - Sign Code Project 

Title 12 - SIGNS 

CHAPTER 12-1. - SIGN AND LIGHTING CODE  

12-1.04. - Purpose.  
Standards regulating the design and use of signs and lighting are intended to minimize adverse 

impacts on the use and enjoyment of adjacent property and public right-of-way, and to protect residential 
areas from negative visual and aesthetic impact, glare, deprivation of light and general commercial 
intrusion. Signs and lighting should be of a size, scope and visibility that is inoffensive to the character of 
the district where the sign is located.  

(Ord. No. 1637, § 1, 11-9-1999)  

12-1.08. - Definitions.  
"Sign area" is determined by finding the area of the smallest rectangle that when drawn would 

encompass all writing, symbol(s), and/or picture(s) that are part of the sign. The surface area of the sign, 
measured by the height and width of the sign structure unless otherwise specified in this code.  

"Sign" means an exterior structure that carries or constitutes a message which is designed, intended 
or used to attract attention and convey information for purposes of commercial advertisement or location of 
a place, product, or service, or the promotion or advocacy of an idea, proposition, or person, excluding 
traffic control devices.  

"Sign, abandoned" means a sign that no longer correctly identifies, exhorts, or advertises any person, 
business, lessor, owner, product, or activity conducted or available on the premises where such sign is 
located.  

"Sign, freestanding" means a permanent sign that is attached to, constructed on, or supported by some 
structure (such as a pole) that is not itself an integral part of or attached to a building or having a principle 
function other than the support of a sign. No freestanding sign shall project over a public right-of-way unless 
an adjacent structure is built out to or over the property line, so that it blocks the visibility of a freestanding 
sign on the adjoining property; then such freestanding sign may be located so that the sign structure is on 
private property and the sign cabinet may project over the sidewalk subject to all other sign restrictions.  

"Sign, incidental" means an informational sign that has a purpose secondary to the use of the lot on 
which it is located, such as "no parking," "entrance," "telephone," and similar directives. No sign with a 
commercial message legible from a position off the lot on which the sign is located shall be considered 
incidental.  

"Sign, non-conforming" means a sign that on the date it was placed was in compliance with the 
governing sign code at that time, but which does not conform with one or more of the regulations set forth 
in this code. Non-conforming signs will be allowed to continue so long as the sign is not altered or relocated 
in any way which requires a permit under this code, unless such alteration or relocation is exempt under 
this code.  

"Sign, off-premises" means a sign that draws attention to or communicates information about a 
business, service, commodity, accommodation, attraction, or other activity that is conducted, sold, or 
offered at a location other than the premises on which the sign is located.  

"Sign, two-sided" means a sign in which only one side can be read at one time from any location and 
where such sign faces are part of the same sign structure, are not more than 42 inches apart, and the sign 
faces are identical. If the sign meets these criteria, the sign will be counted as a single sign and the area of 
the sign shall be computed by the measurement of one of the faces.  

"Sign, sandwich board" means an A-frame, two-sided, portable sign not permanently attached to the 
ground or other permanent structure, placed in front of a sponsoring business on the lot upon which the 
business is located or the adjoining public right-of-way.  
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"Sign permit" means a permit issued that authorizes the recipient to erect, move, enlarge, or 
substantially alter a sign.  

"Sign, roof" means any sign erected and/or constructed on or over the roof of a building, supported by 
the roof structure, and extending above the roof.  

"Sign, window" means any sign, picture, symbol, or combination thereof, designed to communicate 
information, which is placed inside a window or upon the window panes or glass and is visible from the 
exterior of the window.  

(Ord. No. 1637, § 2, 11-9-1999)  

12-1.12. - Sign administration.  
No sign, except those exempted in this code shall be erected, altered or relocated by any person 

without a permit issued by the city.  

1. It shall be the duty of the city planner to interpret and enforce sign requirements of the City of 
Dayton.  

2. The building official shall issue all permits for the construction, alteration, and erection of signs in 
accordance with the provisions of the city building code.  

3. It shall be the duty of the board of adjustment to review any appeals of the city planner's decisions 
in regards to signs.  

(Ord. No. 1637, § 3, 11-9-1999)  

12-1.16. - Exempt signs.  
The following signs shall be exempt from all requirements of this code and shall not require permits; 

however, this subsection is not to be construed as relieving the user of such signage from the responsibility 
for its erection and/or maintenance:  

1. Changing the advertising copy or message on a sign specifically designed for the use of 
replaceable copy.  

2. Repainting, maintenance, and repair of the existing signs or sign structures, providing work is 
done on-site and no structural change is made.  

3. Incidental signs. 

4. Window signs. 

5. Signs addressing a political event or electoral position erected on private property provided the 
signs are removed within 15 days from the end of the political event or election.  

6. A non-illuminated residential nameplate sign, not exceeding three square feet, placed flat against 
the building in which it pertains.  

7. One temporary, non-illuminated sign, not exceeding eight square feet in area, advertising property 
for sale or rent is permitted.  

8. Signs of public service companies indicating danger and aid to service or safety. 

9. Temporary signs communicating special events and promotions may be displayed for a period of 
time not to exceed eight weeks. These signs are not included in the maximum signage 
requirements. Only one sign per parcel and/or business whichever is less may be displayed at a 
time and the sign cannot exceed 50 square feet.  

10. Regulatory, informational identification or directional signs installed by, or at the direction of a 
government entity.  

(Ord. No. 1637, § 4, 11-9-1999)  
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12-1.20. - Prohibited signs.  
The following categories of signs are prohibited, in addition to those signs that do not meet the 

requirements of this code:  

1. Signs that interfere with or obstruct any instrument of traffic control or street identifying signs, or 
that cause visual obstruction of any public right-of-way.  

2. Permanent exterior flashing or pulsating lights except those that display date, time and/or 
temperature exclusively.  

3. Lighting which prevents, or tends to prevent, interpretation of traffic-control lights or signs.  

4. Beacon lights, laser lights or searchlight as a sign or is displayed for the purpose of attracting 
attention for an advertising/commercial purpose.  

5. Signs affixed to a utility pole. 

6. Signs on public property, except when authorized by the appropriate public agency. 

7. Signs attached to or placed on any stationary vehicle or trailer so as to be visible from a public 
right-of-way for the primary purpose of providing advertisement of services or products or for the 
purpose of directing people to a business. This provision shall not apply to the identification of a 
firm or its principal products on vehicles which are operating in the normal course of business.  

8. Off-premises signs. 

9. Abandoned signs. 

(Ord. No. 1637, § 5, 11-9-1999)  

12-1.24. - General sign requirements.  
The following provisions shall apply to all zoning districts unless otherwise indicated by the 

identification of a specific district:  

1. An establishment in a commercial or industrial zone shall be permitted a maximum of three signs 
identifying the establishment and general type of business being conducted upon the premises. 
The surface area of the combined signs shall not exceed 100 square feet with no individual sign 
having more than 60 square feet.  

2. Signs attached to and extending from a building may be erected a minimum height of ten feet 
above ground level and/or sidewalk level.  

3. A sign or any portion thereof, attached to a building shall not extend higher than said building.  

4. Sign installation shall conform to the state electrical code where applicable. An electrical permit 
shall be obtained prior to issuance of a permit to erect a sign that contains electrical components.  

5. All signs, together with their supports, braces and guys, shall be maintained in a safe, secure 
manner and in good repair.  

6. Pole signs are not allowed in any residential zone. In commercial and industrial zones pole signs 
shall not be more than 30 feet high.  

7. Bed and breakfast establishments may have one identification sign, not exceeding six square feet 
in area, which may be indirectly illuminated with low intensity light. The sign may be freestanding 
but shall not exceed four feet above the average grade along the front of the building.  

8. Churches, hospitals and school buildings within a residential district may have one attached 
identification sign not exceeding 20 square feet in surface area or 20 feet above the average 
grade along the front of the building. In addition, one freestanding identification sign or reader 
board not exceeding 25 square feet in surface area or 20 feet in height measured from ground 
level to the top of the sign. Low intensity illumination shall be permitted on said signs.  

9. Home businesses shall be allowed one sign not to exceed an area of two square feet. 

2/12/2015  Page 3 of 5 
 



City of Dayton - Sign Code Project 

10. Any legal business use in a residential area not addressed specifically in this code shall be 
allowed one sign not to exceed an area of four square feet.  

11. In commercial districts, one sandwich board shall be allowed per business not to exceed five feet 
in height or three feet in width adjacent to the business to which it pertains during business hours, 
only if:  

a. Business owner(s) first sign an agreement with the City of Dayton agreeing to indemnify the 
City of Dayton for any resulting damage to other persons or other persons' property caused 
by the placement of the sandwich board sign on the sidewalk and also agreeing to hold the 
City of Dayton harmless for any resulting damage to the business owner's person, property 
or employees caused by the placement of the sandwich board sign on the sidewalk;  

b. Business owner(s) must provide proof of insurance for potential liability resulting from injury 
or damage caused by the sandwich board sign, in the amount of at least $50,000.00 per 
incident and at least $25,000.00 per person to insure that the business has the ability to pay 
for resulting damage to persons and/or property and to also indemnify the City of Dayton 
against liability for such damages.  

c. The placement of the sandwich signboard must allow a four-foot, unobstructed area for 
traffic, sufficient for wheelchair travel and sidewalk traffic.  

12. Any sign for which the purpose is discontinued for a period of 90 consecutive days, regardless of 
any intent to resume or not to abandon such purpose shall be presumed to be abandoned and 
shall not thereafter be re-established except in full compliance with this code.  

13. Incandescent light sources shall not be directed toward any public right-of-way. 

14. Exterior light sources shall not extend above the height of the nearest building to which the light 
pertains.  

15. Off-street parking area lighting sources shall not be constructed in excess of 20 feet in height.  

(Ord. No. 1637, § 6, 11-9-1999)  

12-1.28. - Enforcement and penalties.  
The following section sets out treatment of non-conforming signs and the enforceable penalties for 

violation of this code.  

1. Non-conforming signs.  

a. A non-conforming sign, which is non-conforming due to its size, shall not be replaced with a 
sign that is larger than the original non-conforming sign.  

b. If a business has more signs than is allowed by this code, new signs shall only be allowed 
in replacement of existing signs.  

c. Any sign removed from more than 30 days shall lose its non-conforming status and can only 
be replaced if it is brought into compliance with the requirements of this code.  

d. Portable non-conforming signs shall be removed within three months of the effective date of 
this code or, if located within an area being annexed to the city, within three months of the 
effective date of annexation, whichever is later.  

2. Enforcement provisions. For any sign that violates any provision of this code, and does not qualify 
as a nonconforming sign or an exempt sign, the city shall utilize the following enforcement 
provisions which include removal of the sign and/or imposition of a penalty:  

a. The following signs may be summarily removed by the city planner or other city employee 
as duly authorized by the city planner:  

1. Signs located on public or private property that create an immediate threat to the safety 
of the public;  
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2. Unauthorized signs that are placed on any utility pole, public property, public building 
or public structure, or on any traffic sign;  

3. Signs placed in the right-of-way not permitted by this code. 

b. Signs on private property that violate a provision of this code, except as provided in 
subsection 2.a.1, the city planner shall notify the owner of the sign, business, building, 
structure, or premises, by written notice sent by first class mail:  

1. Notice shall advise the owner of the sign, business, building, structure, or premises to 
bring the sign into compliance or to remove it by a specified date;  

2. The city planner shall have discretionary power to set a time limit for compliance not to 
exceed 30 days from the date of mailing the written notice;  

3. The written notice shall describe the violation, the appeal process, and the enforcement 
provisions including the penalties that may be assessed;  

4. The owner may appeal the determination of the city planner that the sign is in violation 
of this code to the city's board of appeals within ten working days of the mailing of the 
city planner's initial notification to the owner. If no appeal is made within said period, the 
owner has waived their right to appeal the violation. Such determination constitutes an 
administrative determination. On appeal the board of adjustment will determine if the 
city planner has properly applied the provisions of this code.  

5. Upon the owner's failure to comply with the provisions of this code or failure to remove 
the sign, the city planner may arrange to have the sign removed at the owner's expense:  

a. If the owner has appealed to the board of adjustment and the 30-day time limit for 
compliance has passed prior to a determination by the board of adjustment, the 
removal of the sign by the city planner will be stayed until 48 hours after the 
determination by the board of adjustment has been made.  

b. The city planner will inform the owner(s) of the sign or their right to retrieve the 
removed sign and the period of time the removed sign will be help on their behalf.  

c. The city may dispose of a sign that has not been retrieved after a reasonable period 
of time.  

3. Penalty. Any person found in violation of any provision of this code shall be found guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than $250.00 for each day the violation continues 
from date of citation.  

(Ord. No. 1637, § 7, 11-9-1999)  

12-1.32. - Severability.  
If any provision of this code or its application to any person or circumstance is held invalid, the 

remainder of this code, or the application of the provision to other persons or circumstances, shall not be 
affected.  

(Ord. No. 1637, § 8, 11-9-1999)  
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